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DISCLAIMER
IN BRIEF includes claim prevention information that helps you to minimize the likelihood of being sued 
for legal malpractice. The material presented does not establish, report, or create the standard of care for 
attorneys. The articles do not represent a complete analysis of the topics presented, and readers should 
conduct their own appropriate research.

Issue 121

2013 Oregon Legislative Session –  
“Emergency Legislation”

Although bills passed by the Oregon State Legislature normally have an effective date of 
January 1 of the following calendar year, many bills are passed each session with an earlier 
effective date. Some of these “emergency” bills may be of interest to practitioners. Below is 
a nonexclusive list of bills passed by the 2013 Legislature with an effective date earlier than 
January 1, 2014. The descriptions of the bills are taken from the Senate and House Staff Measure 
Summaries and are not intended as complete analyses of the bills. The PLF has not indepen-
dently researched or verified the accuracy of the descriptions. Attorneys should use the list as a 
starting point for their research.

To view the full text of a bill or a measure’s history, go to www.leg.state.or.us/bills_laws/, 
and click on 2013 Regular Session. You can search by specific measure number. 

Business Entities
SB 141 – Adds business entities as a pro-

tected person for purposes of identity theft; 
increases penalties for filing false corporate 
documents with the Secretary of State; requires 
corporations to maintain a physical presence 
where a registered agent can be served and al-
lows the Secretary of State’s Office to verify 
physical address (eff. 5/16/13).

SB 142 – Permits an authorized agent of 
an incorporator, director, officer or receiver, 
trustee or fiduciary of a business entity to 
execute filings with the Secretary of State; al-
lows limited use of the terms “cooperative” 
and “partnership” in business names or titles; 
provides exceptions to the Secretary of State’s 
duty to return acknowledgement for docu-
ments filed with its office (eff. 5/16/13).

HB 2060 – Allows Attorney General to 
issue order disqualifying charitable organiza-
tion that fails to expend at least 30% of ex-
penses on program services from receiving 
tax-deductible contributions; also eliminates 

property tax exemption; requires disclosure by 
disqualified organization and publication by 
AG (eff. 90 days after sine die).

Criminal
SB 42 – Creates a process for appeal of trial 

court decisions allowing or disallowing DNA 
testing, granting or denying a motion for a new 
trial, and denying appointment of counsel; ap-
plies retroactively to prior trial court decisions 
when appeal was not available (eff. 5/16/13).

SB 44 – Directs appellate court to no-
tify parties to appeal when appellate court 
receives corrected or supplemental judg-
ment from trial court; provides that party 
may appeal from corrected or supplemental 
judgment within 30 days from the date ap-
pellate counsel receives notice of judgment  
(eff. 5/16/13).

SB 124 – Allows courts to consider defen-
dant’s status as a servicemember at sentencing 
for the purposes of mitigation but does not man-
date it (eff. 6/6/13).
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HB 2553 – Clarifies that “five days” means five “judi-
cial” days for computing when a custody defendant must 
be arraigned (eff. 5/9/13).

HB 2962 – Repeals “speedy trial” statute requiring 
trial within reasonable period of time for criminal defen-
dants; sunset date of April 1, 2014 (eff. 6/18/13).

HB 3282 – Clarifies that the appeal process for certain 
interlocutory appeals (filed before resolution of the case 
for victims appealing adverse ruling under Victim’s Bill of 
Rights) is triggered by a written ruling by trial court; re-
quires trial court to issue written orders in certain victims’ 
rights proceedings (eff. 5/23/13).

Consumer/Debtor-Creditor
SB 185 – Provides that Department of Revenue is not 

required to deliver a warrant or true copy of a warrant with 
the notice of garnishment when garnishing property of a 
debtor; removes requirement that notice of garnishment be 
hand-signed (eff. 6/13/13).

SB 574 – Expands the Oregon Consumer Identity 
Theft Protection Act of 2007 to allow parents or guardians 
to request security freeze of credit reports of minors and 
protected persons; if no consumer report exists for the mi-
nor or protected person, requires consumer reporting agen-
cy to create protective record; requires agency to remove 
freeze within 30 business days of request from consumer or 
representative (eff. 6/13/13).

HB 2590 – Clarifies applications of the Uniform Com-
mercial Code and the federal Electronic Fund Transfer Act 
to certain fund transfers (eff. 4/2/13).

Domestic Relations
SB 601 – Allows relative caregiver with whom minor 

child lives to consent to medical treatment and educational 
services, absent consent of parent or legal guardian, after 
reasonable efforts to obtain; provides immunity from civil 
and criminal liability for good-faith consent of relative 
caregiver (eff. 5/23/13).

HB 2226 – Requires court to waive public hearing 
notice for a name change application from a victim of do-
mestic violence participating in Address Confidentiality 
Program unless good cause is shown; requires court to seal 
record on application; does not apply to minors, including 
applications by adults appearing as guardian ad litem for 
child (eff. 6/6/13).

HB 2378 – Allows parent or guardian of minor to file 
petition for appointment of a guardian for the minor as adult 
within 90 days before minor attains majority or such other 
time as court deems necessary and appropriate (eff. 5/9/13).

Employment
SB 1 – Requires employers to provide notice and paid 

or unpaid time off for Veterans Day, or an alternative day, 
to employees who are veterans, if certain conditions are 
met; permits noncompliance on Veterans Day for signifi-
cant economic or operational disruption or undue hardship  
(eff. 4/4/13).

SB 135 – Abolishes the Wage and Hour Commission; 
transfers all duties, functions, and powers to the Bureau of 
Labor and Industries (eff. 6/4/13).

SB 849 – Allows exclusion from definition of “em-
ployment,” for purposes of qualifying for unemployment 
insurance benefits, those services performed for a corpora-
tion by an individual with substantial ownership interest in 
the corporation and who is the sole corporate officer and 
director (eff. 10/7/13).

Foreclosure
SB 558 – Expands and modifies residential Foreclosure 

Avoidance Mediation Program enacted in 2012; requires 
residential trust deed beneficiary to request resolution con-
ference prior to foreclosing; provides exemption; specifies 
required contents of request; specifies timeline, notice, and 
other requirements; makes certain beneficiary violations of 
the measure unlawful trade practices (eff. 6/4/13) (many of 
the provisions are effective 8/5/13).

HB 2662 – Prohibits owner from neglecting foreclosed 
residential property during period of vacancy; allows local 
government to remedy neglect, if owner fails to do so, and 
provides government with a lien on property (eff. 6/6/13).

Civil Litigation
SB 50 – Allows trial court to retain jurisdiction to enter 

judgment or appealable order after notice of appeal is filed 
for the sole purpose of entering judgment or order in register 
(eff. 3/18/13).

SB 125 – Directs agencies in a contested case hearing to 
comply with the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act by giving 
notice to parties of the rights of active duty servicemembers 
and include with the notice a statement of the servicemem-
ber’s right to postpone the proceedings; also requires the 
agencies to include with the statement the right of the ser-
vicemember to contact the Oregon State Bar and the Oregon 
Military Department with their respective phone numbers 
and the e-mail address of the United States Armed Forces 
Legal Assistance Locator website (eff. 9/1/13).

HB 2547 – Allows rules authorizing electronic sum-
mons for jurors (eff. 3/11/13).
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Miscellaneous
SB 32 – Establishes Oregon Code of Military Justice as 

the law governing state militia (eff. 5/9/13).

SB 483 – Defines “adverse health care incident”; al-
lows patient, health care facility, or provider to file notice 
of adverse health care incident with Oregon Patient Safety 
Commission; tolls statute of limitation for six months after 
notice filed; provides mechanisms for discussion and me-
diation; does not preclude negligence claim in court (eff. 
3/18/13).

SB 822 – Modifies cost-of-living adjustment under 
Public Employees Retirement System; provides for expe-
dited review by Oregon Supreme Court on petition by ad-
versely affected party (eff. 5/6/13).

HB 2205 – Adds attorneys, among others, to the list of 
persons who must report elder abuse, except if information 
was obtained in the course of representation if disclosure 
would be detrimental to client; provides for a six-year stat-
ute of limitations for prosecution; directs Oregon State Bar 
to adopt minimum training standards for lawyers on elder 
abuse (eff. 6/11/13).

HB 2565 – Allows attorney acting as custodian when 
assisting in closing down a law practice to have priority 
over unsecured creditors when collecting on a judgment 
lien; allows e-mail notification by the Oregon State Bar 
for members in default in payment of membership fees; 
reduces number of days from 60 to 30 for determination of 
default for nonpayment of dues (eff. 3/11/13).

HB 2834 – Adopts the Revised Uniform Law on No-
tarial Acts as Oregon law (eff. 5/23/13) (operative date of 
provisions is 9/1/13).

HB 2944 – Enacts the Uniform Electronic Legal Ma-
terials Act; provides process for designating electronic le-
gal materials (Oregon Constitution, Session laws, Oregon 
Revised Statutes, and Oregon Administrative Rules) as of-
ficial record (eff. 5/23/13).


